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478 REVIEWS AND BOOK NOTICES. 

Ornithological Works in Prospect. — The present year prom- 
ises to be a marked one in the history of North American Orni- 
thology, no less than four important works on the subject being 
already in press, and nearly all so well advanced that their publi- 
cation will probably not be long delayed. First, in respect to time 
of appearance, will apparently be the " Key to North American 
Birds,* by Dr. Elliott Coues, a gentleman well and favorably 
known to the ornithological public through his admirable series of 
memoirs on various groups of our birds. The greater part of this 
work is already in type, and its publication, may be expected early 
in the coming autumn, the prospectus of the work having already 
been issued. Through the kindness of the publishers we have been 
favored with advance sheets of the portion printed, and can hence 
speak the more confidently of its character. The work is divided 
into three parts, — a general." Introduction," an analytical " Key " 
of the genera and subgenera, and a general " Synopsis" of the spe- 
cies. The Introduction gives a popular elementary exposition of 
the leading principles of ornithology, in which especial attention 
is paid to the description of the external parts and organs of birds, 
which are illustrated by appropriate figures. The definition of the 
technical terms in common use in ornithological writing is partic- 
ularly full and clear, surpassing in this respect any similar treatise 
on the technicalites of the science with which we are acquainted. 
The Key forms a novel feature in zoological manuals, constituting 
an artificial analysis, in a continuous table, of the genera and sub- 
genera, similar in character to the analytical keys that have been 
so successfully introduced into botanical manuals. In connection 
with the definitions of terms contained in the Introduction, the stu- 
dent is guided at once to the identification of any specimen of North 
American bird he may have, however slight his previous experi- 
ence. It hence forms an invaluable feature of the work to col- 
lectors and amateurs. In the Synopsis that follows, the species 
are arranged in an approved systematic sequence, and are very 
fully and concisely described, all the characters which are really 
distinctive and essential being given without confusing the student 
with unimportant details. A large number of full length figures, 

*Key to North American Birds: containing a concise account of every species of 
living and fossil bird at present known from the continent north of the Mexican and 
United States Boundary. Illustrated by 6 steel plates and upwards of 250 woodcuts . 
By Elliott Coues, Assistant Surgeon United States Army. Salem : Naturalists' Agency. 
1872. Imperial 8vo, cloth. 
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and over two hundred figures illustrating the head as well as the 
feet and occasionally other parts, add greatly to the value of the 
work. The higher groups are also quite fully characterized, and in 
connection with their diagnoses much general matter of interest 
is presented. Although the work is not to any great extent 
biographical, the leading traits of the various groups and of 
most species are tersely presented, and the geographical dis- 
tribution of each quite fully stated. The author makes a 
considerable reduction in the number of species that have hitherto 
been generally accepted, assigning a few to the list of synonymes, 
but by fax the greater part of the reduction results from a judi- 
cious discrimination between species and geographical varieties, 
— a reform urgently demanded by the advance of science. By 
this means the, rank and relationship of the different forms de- 
scribed is clearly expressed. 

Another important feature of the work will be a synopsis of the 
fossil birds of North America, which will furnish the student with 
the first connected presentation of the subject that has been made, 
embracing a summary of the different disconnected descriptions 
of our fossil birds, which at present are to be found only in the 
original memoirs scattered through the proceedings and transac- 
tions of scientific societies. 

The typographical appearance of the work is all that can be 
desired, and would be a credit to any publishing house. It is 
printed on toned paper, and illustrated by six steel plates and 
about two hundred and fifty woodcuts. 

It is unquestionably destined to rank, as a text-book of North 
American Ornithology, as a work of equal importance, in its own 
province, with " Gray's Manual of Botany " and Packard's " Guide 
to the Study of Insects," in their respective fields, thus forming to 
the inexperienced student an invaluable guide, and a convenient 
work of reference to those more advanced ; while its moderate cost 
places it within the reach of all. While its limits prevent a com- 
plete citation of previous authors, all our general works are cited, 
including the older works of Wilson, Nuttall and Audubon, and 
Baird's elaborate and indispensable general works, and numerous 
original papers in the publications of scientific societies. 

The most complete work on North American Ornithology,* yet 

*The Birds of North America. By Prof. Spencer F. Baird, with the cooperation of 
Dr. T. M. Brewer and Mr. Robert Ridgway. Little, Brown, and Co., Boston. 1872. 
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published or in prospect, is doubtless that recently announced by 
Messrs. Little, Brown and Co., of Boston. This will be an 
entirely original work, prepared by Professor S. F. Baird, Assistant 
Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, with the cooperation of 
Dr. T. M. Brewer of Boston and Mr. Robert Ridgway of Illinois. 
The well known scientific attainments of these gentlemen will 
warrant the public in anticipating a thorough treatment of 
the subject, since their facilities are unequalled and their ability 
unquestionable. That such a work is at present greatly needed 
must be apparent to every one at all familiar with the sub- 
ject, since our latest general treatise on the habits of the birds of 
this continent is that of Audubon, published nearly a third of a 
century ago, when the vast regions north of Canada and west of 
the Missouri River were almost a terra incognita, especially in 
respect to ornithology. Fourteen years have also passed since the 
publication of the last general work on the technical ornithology 
of this country, during which interval our knowledge of the sub- 
ject has vastly increased. In addition to an exhaustive treatment 
of the technical portion of the science, the present work will contain 
full biographies of the species, including a large amount of origi- 
nal matter. As announced in the prospectus, the object of this 
work " is to give a complete account of the birds of the whole of 
North America, north of Mexico, arranged according to the most 
approved system of modern classification, and with descriptions 
which, while embodying whatever is necessary to the proper defi- 
nition of the species and their varieties, in as simple language as 
possible, exclude all unnecessary technicalities and irrelevant 
matter." The work is said to be in an advanced stage of prepara- 
tion, the first volume being promised by the 1st of December, to 
be followed by others during the winter, the whole to be comprised 
in a series of probably four volumes, the land birds perhaps occu- 
pying three ; all the volumes will be profusely illustrated. The 
illustrations are to consist of a series of outlines of the wings, tail, 
bill and feet of each genus, with a series of full length figures of 
one species of each genus, in addition to a series of plates. The 
work is to be furnished in two editions, one plain and the other 
with the plates carefully colored by hand. The publishers feel 
justified in promising a work that in many respects will be as 
marked an advance beyond its predecessors as was that of Audu- 
bon ; and that in typographical excellence and in the accuracy and 
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beauty of its illustrations it will surpass anything of the kind ever 
published in America or in Europe. From a careful examination 
of advance sheets of the greater part of the first volume we feel 
sure it will not disappoint the expectation thus awakened. 

We are also promised the early appearance of a valuable original 
work on the birds of Florida,* by Mr. C. J. Maynard of which 
the prospectus was issued a short time since. This is announced 
to be published in twelve parts, and to contain original descrip- 
tions of two hundred and fifty species, with full biographical 
notices, and to be illustrated with five plates drawn and colored 
from nature. As Mr. Maynard has spent the greater part of 
three years in Florida, devoting himself exclusively to ornitho- 
logical pursuits, and has visited all parts of the state, including 
the Keys and the Everglades, we are led to expect much valuable 
information, in respect to the birds of that little known region. 
While the biographical part is written in an animated, popular 
style, the technical details will render it a work of importance to 
the scientific student. It is to be issued of full quarto size, and 
judging from the sample pages, its typographical execution will 
be excellent. 

A fourth work on North American Ornithology, now in press, is 
the Ornithological Report of Mr. Clarence King's exploration of 
the Fortieth Parallel, prepared by Mr. Robert Ridgway. This we 
understand will be shortly issued, in the same elegant style of 
execution that has characterized the previous volumes of this 
important survey of which it will form the sixth of the series. It 
covers a field hitherto scarcely explored, and Mr. Ridg way's three 
years of field work in the country between the Uintah Mts. and the 
Pacific Coast, leads us to expect, from the care and thoroughness 
that mark this author's previous works, a volume of extreme value 
to ornithological science. 

At our request the author has kindly given us a summary of its 
contents, from .which we learn that it will consist of three 
parts, — the first to be introductory, the second biographical, while 
the third will consist of a monograph of the North American 
Baptores. The introductory part will embrace a list, of the species 

* The Birds of Florida : containing Original Descriptions of upwards of Two Hundred 
and Fifty Species, with notes upon their habits, etc. , by C. J. Maynard. "With five 
plates drawn and colored from nature, by Helen S. Farley. Salem; Naturalists' Agency 
1872. 12 pts. 4to. 
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of the adjoining provinces not met with during the Survey ; a 
chapter on the " characteristic features of the Avifauna of the 
Great Basin," and on " the distribution of its local Avifaunae." 
It will also treat of " geographical variation in color and propor- 
tions ," of " hybridism" and of " certain so called ' individual' vari- 
ations." Also a -"systematic catalogue of the species obtained 
and observed during the progress of the survey " will be given, 
and a "comparison of the Avifauna of the Truckee Valley," in 
spring, summer and winter, with other matter of a similar char- 
acter. The biographical section will contain an account of the 
habits, etc., of all the species observed (some 220 or more) with 
measurements of specimens and other notes. The Appendix, as 
previously stated, will be devoted to a monograph of the North 
American Raptores. This is a work that has engaged Mr. Ridg- 
way's attention for several years, and in which we are promised a 
new classification of the Falconidoz, materially different from that 
and based almost wholly on osteological grounds. The generic 
and subgeneric characters will be illustrated by accurate outline 
figures, and the species of all the Raptores will be distinguished 
not only by full descriptions of all their known stages of plumage, 
but synoptically in tables, in which they will be compared with all 
their exotic allies. 

The greater part of the work is said to be already in type, and 
we look forward to its publication with unusual interest. — J. A. A. 

Prof. Snow's List of Kansas Birds. — For one, I wish to ex- 
press, through the Naturalist, my obligations to Prof. Snow for 
his list of the Birds of Kansas, and to commend the principle upon 
which he has scrupulously acted — to mention no birds in regard to 
the occurrence of which in the state, he had not positive evidence. 
Such local lists, at least in my opinion, are only of value when 
thus made. I am glad to know that at least one compiler of a local 
list has been able to resist the besetting temptation to swell his 
catalogue by mere guess work, or by giving us a redundant list of 
birds that "probably will be" or "ought to be found" within the 
prescribed limits. So far as his list went, it was honest and relia- 
ble, and one that can be easily increased by addenda as occasion 
arises and the knowledge is given. But it has been my experience 
that the error of including species that never occur, is irretrievable. 
Swainson's warbler seems destined to figure forever as a bird of 



